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him long afterwards when he had to learn how
to take observations on the Polar Journey. But
in spite of this, science was the study of which
he had the * best grasp * in his schooldays; and .
in this he obtained Honours in the Oxford and
Cambridge Board Examinations. He won the
school prize for drawing four years in succession,
in his last,two years that for geology, and in his
last year those for the best collection of eggs, and
butterflies and moths.

The Rev, Maurice Tanner was at that time
President of the College Natural History Society,
and Wilson was early appointed Secretary of the
Ornithological Section. In the Cheltonian for March
1913 Mr. Tanner records that:

He was most conscientious, and faced much unpopu-
larity by correcting certain irregularities which had
grown tip in the collection of birds' eggs. He was an
enthusiastic and capable observer of the habits of birds,
recording the arrivals and departure of the migratory
species, and even when quite a boy had a singular gift
of accurate and patient observation. He would take end-
less trouble to discover the nest of a rare bird, and would
not give in till he found it. One of his early triumphs,
not yet forgotten, was the finding of a Hawfinch's nest
at the Crippetts. But he was no mere egg-collector, for
he had the true scientist's love of knowledge for its own
sake. What remains most in the recollection of those
who knew him in these days is the freshness and interest
which his intense love of Nature gave to his companion-
ship. He had even then a kind of scientific reserve
which prevented Mm from forming conclusions without
long search and observation* There was an indescribable
charm about him,

But his real interests lay outside school and
school-life altogether and the hours of his freedom